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In the early 1990s, Demetrius "Big Meech" Flenory and his brother, Terry "Southwest T," rose up

from the slums of Detroit to build one of the largest cocaine empires in American history: the Black

Mafia Family. They socialized with music mogul Sean "Diddy" Combs, did business with New York's

king of bling Jacob "The Jeweler" Arabo, and built allegiances with rap superstars Young Jeezy and

Fabolous. Yet even as BMF was attracting celebrity attention, its crew members struck fear in a

city.When the brothers began clashing in 2003, the flashy and beloved Big Meech risked it all on a

shot at legitimacy in the music industry. At the same time, utilizing a high-stakes wiretap operation,

the feds inched toward their goal of destroying the Flenory's empire and ending the reign of a crew

suspected in the sale of thousands of kilos of cocaine â€• and a half-dozen unsolved murders.
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The author does a credible job of crafting the BMF story over the course of 277 pages. The book is

at it's best early on and tapers off significantly toward the end. It was apparent that this was a

voyeuristic endeavor for the author whose interest in the lifestyle and personalities of the BMF

members was apparent throughout. In as much the finite details of the story don't receive nearly the

amount of attention they deserve. Had the author done so, she would have found many

inconsistencies in regard to the BMF operation and the legend that has emerged.Ignorant and

naive, are the most appropriate terms to describe the behavior of BMF's co-founder Demetrius

"Meechie" Flenory throughout the story. At least this is the impression one gets from the author. The

story opens with an interview session where a jailed Meech reminisces over all that he has lost. The



cars, the money, the notoriety are all listed by the author but it is apparent what he seeks is

validation. For all that he has lost, the most precious of all "freedom," isn't mentioned. It's a curious

omission from a man facing the remainder of his natural life behind bars.It's sad because it

demonstrates the mentality and mindset of so many men and women, "some young and some more

experienced," who are sure to pick up this title and relate or adopt Flenory's irrational manner of

thinking themselves. The author falls into the trap of trying to justify the actions of the group by

employing the over-used excuse "if it wasn't the Flenory brothers...some else would-perhaps

someone not so willing to give back.Give back? Give back to what, where and to whom? The truth

of the matter is BMF spent whatever earnings they made in the clubs of Buckhead, Vegas and

Miami!
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